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100 Rainy Day Places
Welcome to the Mykidstime “100 Rainy Days Places” Guide. As 

parents, we are always on the lookout for great places that are 

child-friendly and fun to visit, and for this guide, we have rounded 

up those great places across Ireland to take the kids when it’s 

wet outside!

In this guide you’ll find a mixture of paid for and free places, 

leisure centres and play centres, and lots of fun adventures! We 

hope you have fun visiting them all and be sure to let us know 

how you got on and what you thought of them - we always 

welcome feedback!

Stay Dry!

The Mykidstime Team



Our Top Picks...
1. Lough Key Forest & Activity Park, Roscommon

2. St. Johns Castle, Limerick

3. Bunratty Castle, Clare

4. Funny Bones, Sligo

Leinster
5. National Museum of Ireland, Dublin

6. Pirates Village, Dublin

7. Aura Leisure, Louth, Meath & Offaly

8. The Ark, Dublin

9. Tara’s Palace Museum of Childhood, Wicklow

10.  The Zone, Meath

11. Solstice Arts Centre, Meath

12. Jump Zone, Dublin

13. Imaginosity, Dublin

14. Shackleton Endurance Experience, Dublin

15. Butlers Chocolate Experience, Dublin

16. Wax Museum Plus, Dublin

17. National Aquatic Centre, Dublin

18. Wicklow’s Historic Gaol, Wicklow

19. National Sea Life Centre, Wicklow

20. Puddenhill Activity Centre, Meath

21. Funtasia, Louth

22. Dundalk County Museum, Louth

23. Longford Megabowl, Longford

24. Longford Sports & Leisure Centre, Longford

25. Leisureworld Athlone, Westmeath

26. Mullingar Swimming Pool, Westmeath

27. Rock ‘n’ Bowl Jungle Joes, Westmeath

28. Portlaoise Leisure Centre, Laois

29. Clown Around, Laois

30. Roll ‘n Bowl, Laois

31. Tons of Fun, Offaly

32. Birr Castle Science Museum, Offaly

33. Jumpin’ Jacks Fun Factory, Offaly

34. Riverbank Theatre, Kildare

35. Mini-Golf, Kildare

36. Jungle Dens, Kildare

37. Dome Family Entertainment Centre, Carlow

38. Carlow County Museum, Carlow

39. Reptile Village, Kilkenny

40. K-Bowl, Kilkenny

41. Jellie Tots, Kilkenny

42. Irish Agricultural Museum at Johnstown Castle, 
Wexford

43. Loftus Hall, Wexford

44. Duncannon Fort Maritime & Military Museum, 
Wexford

Munster
45. Aura Leisure, Cork & Limerick

46. The Hunt Museum, Limerick

47. glor, Clare
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48. Dennis’ Den Funworld, Clare

49. The Source, Tipperary

50. Unigolf, Limerick

51. Tons of Fun, Limerick

52. Indoor Rock Climbing with Nevsail, Limerick

53. Titanic Experience, Cork

54. KARTMANIA, Cork

55. Lifetime Lab, Cork

56. Lahinch Seaworld & Leisure Centre, Clare

57. Upper Limits Climbing Wall, Tipperary

58. Kidz Play & Party Zone, Tipperary

59. Play At Height, Kerry

60. Buddies Play Centre, kerry

61. Dingle Oceanworld, Kerry

62. Run Amuk, Waterford

63. Waterford County Museum

Connacht
64. National Museum of Ireland - Country Life, Mayo

65. Aura Leisure, Leitrim

66. Galway Atlantaquaria, Galway

67. Kardio Kids at Tranquillity Leisure & Spa, Galway

68. Sweetie Pie Cake Café, Galway

69. The Connacht Hotel, Galway

70. Westport House, Mayo

71. Kidz Kingdom at The Mulvey Centre, Leitrim

72. Little Monks Den at Fenagh Visitor Centre, Leitrim

73. Common’s Clay Café, Mayo

74. Mayo Leisure Point, Mayo

75. The Jackie Clarke Collection, Mayo

76. The Model, Sligo

77. Waterpoint Aqua Park, Sligo

78. Arigna Mining Experience, Roscommon

79. Strokestown Park House & Famine Museum, 
Roscommon

Ulster
80. Aura Leisure, Donegal

81. Donegal County Museum, Donegal

82. Waterworld, Donegal

83. Dizzys Den, Donegal

84. Donegal Castle

85. Astra Bowl, Cavan

86. Cavan County Museum

87. GR8 Entertainment, Monaghan

88. Monaghan County Museum, Monaghan

89. W5 Belfast

90. Titanic, Belfast

91. Ulster Museum, Belfast

92. Jumping Clay, Belfast

93. Nomadic Belfast

94. Crumlin Road Gaol, Belfast

95. Lagan Valley Leisureplex, Antrim

96. Brunswick Moviebowl, Derry

97. Marble Arch Caves, Fermanagh

98. Bangor Aurora Aquatic & Leisure Complex, Down

99. Exploris Aquarium, Down

100. Armagh Planetarium, Armagh
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1

Lough Key Forest & 
Activity Park, Roscommon
Lough Key Forest & Activity Park in Boyle, Co. 
Roscommon is set in the grounds of the old King-Harman 
Estate on the shores of island studded Lough Key. You 
can spend fun filled hours experiencing the quests in 
Boda Borg, a totally unique activity to Ireland, suitable 
for adults and children over 7 years and it’s completely 
weather independent!

The Boda Borg is divided into 15 Quests which contain 
up to 47 individual challenges. To survive the Quests 
you will need to employ many different skills you may 
not even be aware you have - teamwork, ingenuity and 
trial and error! Solving one challenge opens the door 
to the next, and another blast of curiosity, laughter and 
excitement.

The only requirement is a minimum of 3 people per team 
& maximum 5. Pre-Booking recommended!!

Don’t Miss :  NEW For 2014 – 2 NEW QUESTS

2

King John’s Castle, 
Limerick
King John’s Castle, Limerick re-opened June 2013 after 
a €5.7 million redevelopment programme. This tourist 
attraction delivers a modern visitor experience with a 
dramatic history of over 800 years of stories, all brought 
to life in a stunning new exhibition.

Touch-screen technology connects you to tales of siege 
and warfare. A dazzling array of computer generated 
imagery, animations and ghostly projections are all part 
of the experience. Try on historic costumes including 
18th century dresses or chainmail tunics. 3D models, 
discovery drawers and audio visuals help you to delve 
into the Castle’s history.

The busy Castle courtyard is home to a medieval 
campaign tent, a blacksmith’s forge and scenes from 
a 17th century siege. An array of colourful characters 
reveal the secrets and scandals of castle life.  

Not to be missed!!!

Our Top Picks

http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/lough-key-forest-and-activity-park/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/king-johns-castle/
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3

Bunratty Castle & Folk 
Park 
At Bunratty Castle & Folk Park everywhere is open for 
you to explore! The Castle is the most complete and 
authentic medieval fortress in Ireland.

Built in 1425 it was restored in 1954 to its former 
medieval splendour and now contains mainly 15th and 
16th century furnishings, tapestries, and works of art 
which capture the mood of those times.

Wander through the castle and marvel at the finest 
collection of medieval furniture in the country which 
brings to life a vital part of our Medieval past. Visit the 
farm houses and cottages and watch the tasks of rural 
Irish life. Make sure you see the baking of the griddle 
bread next to the fire and tasting it hot with fresh 
creamery butter. 

Don’t Miss: The Bunratty Collection features over  
450 items of medieval furniture and artifacts 
housed at Bunratty Castle.

4

Funny Bones, Sligo
Funny Bones House of Fun is a large children’s activity 
centre based in Collooney, outside Sligo. Vertigo @ 
Funny Bones is Sligo’s newest, most exciting and unique 
adventure zone for older children, Student and Corporate 
groups.

Vertigo is not for the faint hearted with a specially built 
6 meter climbing wall and high ropes adventure course 
not to mention the fun to be had in their Hurricane. Go 
Karting and Laser fun are also available. And for younger 
kids, there’s lots of fun at their soft play section. Perfect 
for the rainy day!

Don’t Miss: They also have a Hurricane simulator 
to try out!

“ More Rainy Day Ideas “
50 Fun Rainy Day Activities for Kids  

50 Fun Indoor Activities
What to Do on a Rainy Day

Fun Ideas for Kids on a Rainy Day in Ireland
10 Rainy Day Activities for Kids

http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/bunratty-castle-folk-park/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/funny-bones-play-centre/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/50-fun-rainy-day-activities-for-kids/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/50-fun-indoor-activities-for-kids/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/what-to-do-on-a-rainy-day/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/fun-ideas-kids-rainy-day-ireland/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/10-rainy-day-activities-for-kids/
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Leinster

5
National Museum  
of Ireland, Dublin
The 3 National Museums of Ireland in Dublin are all free 
to visit and have great collections as well as a wide range 
of ongoing events for families. The National Museum of 
Ireland - Decorative Arts & History is home to a wide 
range of objects, which include weaponry, furniture, 
silver, ceramics and glassware; as well as examples of 
Folklife and costume. 

The National Museum of Ireland - Natural History has 
galleries of animals from Ireland and overseas, also 
geological exhibits form a total collection of about 2 
million scientific specimens with a Discovery Zone. 

Opened in 1890, the National Museum of Ireland 
- Archaeology is the national repository for all 
archaeological objects found in Ireland and displays 
artefacts dating from 7000 BC to the 20th century. 
The Irish archaeology collections include The Treasury, 
featuring outstanding examples of Celtic and Medieval 
art.

6

Pirates Village, Dublin
Pirates Village is an adventure play-zone with pirate 
themed, custom-made inflatable activities for toddlers up 
to ten year olds, located at both Liffey Valley Shopping 
Centre and in Swords. Pirates Village is the perfect place 
to take your little pirates. From just €5 per child (€6 Sat-
Sun) children can play on the Ship-Wrecked Galleon, 
Mermaid Slide, Pirates’ Assault Course, Palm Island, 
massive 9 meter drop slide and toddler areas. Additional 
activities include– Water Walker Zorb Balls & Mini Boats 
(Liffey Valley & Swords) and Thunder Valley Cars, Bungy 
Trampolines and island hopping in Bounce Zone (Liffey 
Valley only). 

7
Aura Leisure, Louth, 
Meath & Offaly
What better way to spend a wet day, than at Aura 
Leisure Centres in Navan, Trim, Drogheda, Dundalk 
or Tullamore. At the Aura Swim Academy, children of 
all ages and levels are taught to swim and develop 
an understanding of the water. In addition to all 
their classes, they have Family Fun Time events 
with water based inflatable bouncy castles, treasure 
hunts and raft races for all the family to enjoy 
together – sounds like perfect fun for a rainy day!

http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/national-museum-of-ireland-decorative-arts-history/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/national-museum-of-ireland-decorative-arts-history/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/natural-history-museum/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/national-museum-of-archaeology/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/national-museum-of-archaeology/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/pirates-village-at-liffey-valley-and-swords/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/aura-leisure-centres-ireland/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/aura-leisure-centres-ireland/
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8
The Ark, Dublin
The Ark, Dublin, is a unique cultural centre where 
children aged 2-12 and their families can explore 
theatre, music, literature, art, film, dance and more. 
Expect a different experience every visit! The Ark is based 
on Eustace Street in Temple Bar, and is very easy to get 
to by public transport. The nearest car park is on Fleet 
Street. See http://ark.ie/ for more information on visiting 
The Ark. The Ark’s  programme is always a big hit with 
families looking for creative and fun activities – so check 
out what’s on for your visit.

9

Tara’s Palace Museum of 
Childhood, Wicklow
Explore the magical miniature world of Tara’s Palace 
Museum of Childhood at Powerscourt House. Each room 
in Tara’s Palace is furnished with miniature masterpieces, 
hand painted ceilings and hand crafted wooden and 
marble floors. The museum is home to Ireland’s largest 
period dolls house, Tara’s Palace and contains hundreds 
of fascinating exhibits, including the amazing 17th 
century house in a bottle, the smallest doll in the world 
and a 300 year old doll’s house. Perfect for all ages from 
5 to 105!

10
The Zone, Meath
The Award Winning Zone Extreme Activity Centre in 
Navan has 54,000sq feet of INDOOR Adrenalin Action 
Activities – so no need to worry about the weather! We 
have Karting, Paintballing, Laser Tag Paintball, Laser 
Clay Pigeon Shooting, Lazer Maze, Archery and Shooting 
Simulator. We can take large groups of up to 140 people 
and we can guarantee that when you come to us once, 
you will definitely want to come back! Suitable from 8 
years and over (Paintball 13years and over) you will be 
guaranteed a fun day out at The Zone! 

11
Solstice Arts Centre, 
Meath
Solstice Arts Centre in Navan brings a diverse 
programme of music, theatre, visual arts, cinema and 
dance from local and international artists and companies 
to their audience. They regularly run family workshops 
and events, and welcome audiences of all. Stop by and 
view their latest exhibition in the gallery, and afterwards 
enjoy refreshments in Traders Coffee House. Visit the 
website for a full programme of upcoming events. 

http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/the-ark-cultural-centre-and-theatre-dublin/
http://ark.ie/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/taras-palace-museum-of-childhood/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/taras-palace-museum-of-childhood/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/the-zone-extreme-activity-centre/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/solstice-arts-centre-navan/
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12
Jump Zone, Dublin
Jump Zone is Ireland’s First indoor trampoline park, 
located in Stillorgan and newly opening in Santry, 
Dublin. Jump Zone is the first of it’s kind sports and 
entertainment facility, offering a number of trampoline 
activities including open jumping, Trampoline Dodgeball, 
and trampoline Aerobics on its wall to wall trampolines.

13
Imaginosity, Dublin
Imaginosity, Dublin Children’s Museum is a child-
centred creative, educational & interactive space suitable 
for children up to the age of 9 years & their families. 
Imaginosity is a space for adults & children to engage 
in creative play, emphasizing learning through hands-
on experience and engagement. Booking is essential to 
guarantee entry.

14. Shackleton Endurance 
Exhibition, Dublin
Visit The Shackleton Endurance Exhibition to learn 
about the most extraordinary maritime rescue in history. 
The story of the Endurance Expedition is told through 
Frank Hurley’s photographs, unique video footage, a 
life size replica of the rescue boat the James Caird and 
much more.

The Shackleton Endurance exhibition runs in Dún 
Laoghaire Ferry Terminal Building, behind the DART until 
September 2014.

15. Butlers Chocolate 
Experience, Dublin
Visit the Butlers Chocolate Experience for the ultimate 
day out. Based in the home of Butlers Chocolates, this 
fun outing is a must for chocolate lovers!

16. Wax Museum Plus, 
Dublin
The National Wax Museum Plus is an exciting interactive 
visitor attraction located in the heart of Dublin’s city 
centre Temple Bar district and just off Dame Street. Take 
a journey through Irish cultural heritage and enjoy the 
exceptional life like wax work characters.

17. National Aquatic 
Centre, Dublin
A great family day out is guaranteed in AquaZone at the 
National Aquatic Centre, one of the most technically 
innovative water parks in Europe. Facilities include: The 
Masterblaster, Dark Hole, Green Giant, Flow Rider, Wave 
Pool, Lazy River, and the Pirate Ship

18. Wicklow’s Historic 
Gaol
Wicklow’s Historic Gaol is one of Ireland’s most 
interactive experiences. On entering the building, you will 
be transported back in time and meet face to face with 
some of the most notorious characters to have walked 
the floors of this dramatic and history filled building. The 
gaol is open daily, and there is a café on-site.

https://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/jump-zone/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/imaginosity/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/the-shackleton-endurance-exhibition/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/butlers-chocolate-experience/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/wax-museum-plus/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/national-aquatic-centre/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/national-aquatic-centre/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/wicklows-historic-gaol/
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19. National Sea Life 
Centre, Wicklow
The National Sea Life Centre Bray, takes you on a 
journey of the deep…without getting wet! Over 30+ 
displays including: Rivers of the World, Nemo’s Kingdom 
and their breathtaking Tropical Shark Lagoon.

20. Puddenhill Activity 
Centre, Meath
Puddenhill Activity Centre, Garristown, is a 4,500 
square foot play centre with large and small activity 
areas, dedicated party rooms, toddlers’ area, football 
cage, climbing wall and parents’ coffee area.

21. Funtasia, Louth
Ireland’s largest indoor entertainment centre is located 
2 minutes off the M1 motorway and 20 minutes north 
of Dublin airport. Funtasia Waterpark, Drogheda (all 
35,000 sq ft of it) remains a firm favourite with the 
kids. Tackling their adrenaline pumping Sky Climb aerial 
assault course never fails. Disco Roller Rollerskating and 
multi-level Play Area with surprises around every corner. 
No need to worry about the weather - Funtasia’s indoor 
waterpark is heated to a glorious 28 degrees!

22. Dundalk County 
Museum, Louth
Located in a lovingly restored late 18th Century 
warehouse, Dundalk County Museum celebrates the 
story of County Louth’s rich social and cultural history 
from the pre-Christian era up to the present day. 
The Museum also offers an extensive programme of 
talks, workshops, concerts and temporary exhibitions 
throughout the year.

23. Longford Megabowl, 
Longford
Longford Megabowl has plenty to amuse the family on 
a wet day. The kids play area has a bouncy castle, slides, 
ball ponds, games and lots of space for parents to relax. 
Or why not try your hand at bowling? With automatic 
bumpers and bowling, even the youngest children get 
wonderful enjoyment.

24. Longford Sports & 
Leisure Centre, Longford
Longford Sports & Leisure Centre offer a wide range of 
sporting and leisure facilities open to the public.

25. Leisureworld Athlone, 
Westmeath
Leisureworld Athlone, has plenty to entertain the family 
when it’s raining!  There’s 10-pin bowling, kids soft play 
area, Quasar 2000, and American Pool and Snooker.

26. Mullingar Swimming 
Pool, Westmeath
Located in the Town Park, Mullingar Swimming Pool 
caters for all swimming needs at all levels and ages. A 
wide range of services are provided, including swimming 
classes, aqua aerobics, sauna, public sessions and 
private pool hire.

27. Rock ‘n’ Bowl Jungle 
Joes, Westmeath
When it’s too wet to go outside, let the kids run off some 
steam at Rock ‘n’ Bowl Jungle Joes, Mullingar. With 
Kids Play Area, 10 pin bowling, and Kids Go Karts, you 
will be sure they come home happy! 

http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/national-sea-life-centre/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/puddenhill-activity-centre/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/funtasia-waterpark/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/county-museum-dundalk/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/longford-megabowl/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/county-longford-sports-and-leisure-centre-3/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/leisureworld-2/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/swimming-pool-mullingar/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/rock-and-bowl-jungle-joes-2/
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28. Portlaoise Leisure 
Centre, Laois
To avoid cabin-fever when it’s raining, why not bring 
the family swimming to Portlaoise Leisure Centre? 
And if the rain stops, let the kids have a run in their fab 
playground. 

29. Clown Around, Laois
Clown Around, Portarlington, is a soft play centre with 
two multi level play areas with an additional sports zone 
and a large toddler play area.

30. Roll ‘n Bowl, Laois
There’s no shortage of entertainment options for a rainy 
day, at Roll ‘n Bowl, Portlaoise. Choose from Bowling, 
Laser Quest, Soft Play centre, Teddy Bear Making and 
their recently opened Roller Skating disco. 

31. Tons of Fun, Offaly
At Tons of Fun, Edenderry, the kids can let off steam at 
this indoor soft play centre, while you relax with a tea/
coffee.

32. Birr Castle Science 
Museum, Offaly
The Science Museum at Birr Castle, housed in the 
restored stables, is well worth a visit. The interactive 
centre reveals the wonders of early photography, 
engineering and astronomy with a special emphasis on 
the brilliant design and assembly of the world famous 
Great Telescope. Enjoy a cuppa in the lovely courtyard 
café (Open Mar-Oct) and if the rain stops, visit the 
wonderful treehouse at the playground.

33. Jumpin’ Jacks Fun 
Factory, Offaly
At Jumpin’ Jacks Fun Factory in Tullamore, you need 
not worry about the weather. There is plenty of fun to 
be found, and all under one roof – soft play area, indoor 
crazy golf, bowling and Teddy Bear making. They also run 
Mother and Toddler mornings during term-time..

34. Riverbank Theatre, 
Kildare
Pass a wet morning/afternoon at the Riverbank Theatre, 
Newbridge. Choose from their many family friendly 
workshops, or riverbank cinema, or just view their latest 
exhibition in the dedicated children’s space. See website 
for their events. When you’re finished, enjoy yummy 
refreshments at CaToCa café, which also has children’s 
books to occupy the little ones. 

35. Mini-Golf, Kildare
The rain won’t stop you playing at the indoor Mini Golf, 
Naas. Enjoy 18 holes of indoor crazy-golf fun!

36. Jungle Dens, Kildare
There’s plenty to amuse the kids on a wet day at Jungle 
Dens, indoor play centre, Naas. There’s a soft play areas 
for older and younger kids, and a lovely seating area for 
the adults.

37. Dome Family 
Entertainment Centre, 
Carlow
If rain is giving you all cabin fever, head to Dome Family 
Entertainment Centre, Carlow and choose from 10-pin 
bowling, children’s go-karts, Kidzmania playframes for 
toddlers to 12 year olds, and after all that, catch a bit to 
eat in the diner.

38. Carlow County 
Museum, Carlow
Discover the varied history and heritage of County Carlow 
at the Carlow County Museum, from the archaeological 
gems of Old Leighlin Cathedral and Saint Mullins to 
personalities such as Scientist John Tyndall, Volunteer 
Kevin Barry and Raconteur Val Vousden. .

http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/portlaoise-leisure-centre-3/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/clown-around/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/roll-nbowl-2/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/tons-of-fun-2/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/birr-castle-demesne-2/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/jumpin-jacks-fun-factory-2/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/riverbank-arts-centre-2/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/riverbank-arts-centre-2/
http://riverbank.ie/home
http://riverbank.ie/home
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/indoor-mini-golf/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/jungle-den-play-centre/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/jungle-den-play-centre/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/dome-family-entertainment-centre/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/dome-family-entertainment-centre/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/carlow-county-museum/
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39. Reptile Village, 
Kilkenny
For something truly different, visit the Reptile Village 
at Gowran. This indoor reptile exhibit contains various 
reptiles, amphibians, and invertebrates, and offers a 
more interactive experience, where you can get a little 
closer and even handle some of the animals!

40. K-Bowl, Kilkenny
Try some bowling at K-Bowl Kilkenny at McDonagh 
Junction. Or let the kids run about at the Dragons Den.

41. Jellie Tots, Kilkenny
Head to Jellie Tots, Kilkenny to give the kids some indoor 
active fun. 

42. Irish Agricultural 
Museum @ Johnstown 
Castle, Wexford
The exhibitions in the Irish Agricultural Museum at 
Johnstown Castle, have been designed to display and 
explore a history of Irish agricultural life from the turn 
of the 18th century until the middle of the 20th century. 
Enjoy refreshments in the Peacock Tea-Room afterwards.

43. Loftus Hall, Wexford
For older kids, take a haunted family tour at Ireland’s 
most haunted house, Loftus Hall, Hook Head. Open from 
March, prepared to be spooked! And afterwards, enjoy a 
well-deserved cuppa in the café.

44. Duncannon Fort 
Maritime & Military 
Museum, Wexford
Take a trip to Duncannon Fort, the fortress built in 1588 
in expectation of an attack on the area by the Spanish 
Armada. The Maritime Museum charts the maritime 
history of one of the most dangerous coastlines in 
Ireland, and visit the World at War Museum, for Ireland’s 
only Great War Trench experience. The pirates and 
mermaids den is a must see for kids. Open daily June-
Sept, and Mon-Fri rest of year.

Munster

45
Aura, Limerick & Cork
What better way to spend a wet day, than at Aura 
Leisure Centres in Limerick or Youghal. At the Aura 
Swim Academy, children of all ages and levels are taught 
to swim and develop an understanding of the water. 
In addition to all their classes, they have Family Fun 
Time events with water based inflatable bouncy castles, 
treasure hunts and raft races for all the family to enjoy 
together – sounds like perfect fun for a rainy day!

46

The Hunt Museum, 
Limerick
The Hunt Museum, Limerick has one of Ireland’s 
greatest private collections of Art and Antiquities, dating 
from the Neolithic to 20th Century, and is well worth a 
visit whatever the weather! Take one of their regular 
guided tours or explore the exhibition yourselves. They 
run regular events and camps for children, including an 
Art & Craft Club on first Sunday of every Month from Feb 
to Dec, and admission is free.

http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/reptile-village/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/k-bowl-entertainment-centre/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/indoor-playcentre/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/irish-agricultural-museum/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/irish-agricultural-museum/
http://www.loftushall.ie/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/maritime-military-museum/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/aura-leisure-centres-ireland/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/aura-leisure-centres-ireland/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/the-hunt-museum/
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47
glor, Clare
glor, Ennis is the perfect retreat whatever the weather. 
They run regular family friendly events, workshops, 
children’s camps and art classes. Stop by their latest 
gallery exhibition while you visit and enjoy refreshments 
in Café Noir.

48
Dennis’ Den Funworld, 
Clare
Let the kids run off some steam at Dennis’  Den 
Funworld, Ennis. Open 7 days a week, with soft play 
areas for toddlers and over 5’s, the kids will have a ball, 
and you can relax and enjoy a coffee in the café. 

49
The Source, Tipperary
The Source Arts Centre, Thurles, is the perfect venue 
for a wet day. They run regular family/children events 
and workshops, and The Source Café is a lovely spot for 
lunch or a coffee and cake.

50. Unigolf, Limerick
Unigolf, Limerick is an innovative facility bringing the 
world of golf indoors! Located next door to UL, Unigolf 
has 18 putting greens, the latest hi-tech specification 
golf simulators, where you can choose to play a round of 
golf on one of over 50 famous courses, or, if you prefer, 
you can just practice your chipping or set it to practice on 
the driving range. A unique experience for all the family.

51. Tons of Fun, Limerick
The indoor play centre, Tons of Fun, Limerick, has plenty 
to occupy the kids on a wet day. With 3 soft play areas, 
a giant lego bricks area, mother and toddler sessions on 
weekdays, the kids, and you, will be sure to leave happy!

52. Indoor Rock Climbing 
with Nevsail, Limerick
For an exciting fun family day, head to Nevsail’s Indoor 
Rock Climbing, Limerick City.  Kids/Teens and adult 
sessions available, and they also run birthday parties.

53. Titanic Experience, 
Cork
Retrace the footsteps of the Queenstown passengers, 
at the Titanic Experience, Cobh. Situated in the original 
offices of The White Star Line, the location marks the 
departure point for the last 123 passengers who boarded 
the Titanic on its fateful maiden voyage to America. The 
story is told using innovative audio visual technology 
bringing the characters to life through cinematic shows, 
scene sets, holographic imagery and touch screen 
technology. 

54. KARTMANIA, Cork
You won’t need to worry about the weather at 
KARTMANIA, Cork, where you can experience the thrills 
of championship on an adrenaline filled indoor kart track. 
Located at GB Business Park, there’s 350m of indoor 
track, with each corner giving you a different challenge. 
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55. Lifetime Lab, Cork
Lifetime Lab is a multi award winning visitor centre 
located at the Old Cork Waterworks offering a fascinating 
insight into industrial heritage and environmental issues. 
Visitors will Journey through Victorian architecture and 
explore the age of steam, investigate the interactive 
exhibits and transform into environmental detectives 
discovering how daily choices impact our world. Lifetime 
Lab is suitable for all ages, and have regular events and 
workshops.

56. Lahinch Seaworld & 
Leisure Centre, Clare
Perfect for when it’s wet outside, Lahinch Seaworld & 
Leisure Centre, Lahinch is a large indoor swimming pool 
and leisure centre, with slide in kiddies pool, zorbing, and 
eliminator obstacle course. They cater for birthday parties 
and also run movies at weekends in their activity centre.

57. Upper Limits Climbing 
Wall, Tipperary
Learn a new skill while having lots of fun by climbing 
with supervision on the climbing and bouldering wall, at 
Upper Limits Climbing Wall, just outside Thurles. Suited 
for 6+ years, it’s perfect for rainy days, parties, improving 
your fitness or for a family challenge.

58. Kidz Play & Party 
Zone, Tipperary
Kidz Play & Party Zone, Cashel, is an indoor play centre 
containing a large indoor play frame, a bouncy castle and 
a play area for toddlers.

59. Play at Height, Kerry
Head to Play at Height, Dingle, for some family fun with 
a twist. Your kids and teenagers will love Play At Height 
and so will you! Have a fun packed day with the climbing 
wall, high ropes course and amazing outdoor free fall, if 
the weather allows.

60. Buddies Play Centre, 
Kerry
Buddies Play Centre, Killarney, is an indoor play centre 
with separate toddler area with a car track, ball pit, slide 
and cozy soft play corner. Junior area 3 lane astra slide, 
dizzy discs, ball cannon, sports area and much more!

61. Dingle Oceanworld, 
Kerry
Dingle Oceanworld Aquarium, Dingle town is home to 
Ireland’s largest collection of sharks. There is a Polar 
Penguin Display, Sandtiger Sharks, Amazonian Displays, 
Touch Tank, 9m Underwater Tunnel and much more!

62. Run Amuck, 
Waterford
Run Amuck, Tramore, is a children’s indoor play and 
party centre, and features something for everyone with 
a 3-level main play frame for 5-12 year olds, a toddler 
area for 2-5 year olds and a baby area. They also have a 
football zone and bumper boats, and open 7 days.

63. Waterford County 
Museum, Waterford
Waterford County Museum, Dungarvan, hosts a 
permanent display on the history of Waterford County 
and admission is free. The Museum has a display case 
devoted to children, containing Victorian/Edwardian 
clothes, books etc. They also have a handling area where 
kids can hold replicas of Norman swords, helmets, tools 
etc
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Connacht

64
National Museum  
of Ireland -  
Country Life, Mayo
The Museum of Country Life, Castlebar, Co Mayo, brings 
to life the traditions of rural life in Ireland. Exhibitions are 
full of wonderful objects from long ago. See what schools 
were like, the toys children played with and how they 
marked special events like Halloween & Christmas. 

Learn about how people lived in the towns and 
courntryside, cut turf, caught fish and worked in the 
home. Workshops, exhibitions and family programmes for 
all ages. Free entry, and perfect for those rainy days.

Don’t Miss: Great age appropriate free worksheets for 
children to complete during their visit, don’t forget to 
bring colouring pencils!

65
Aura, Leitrim
What better way to spend a wet day, than at Aura 
Leisure Centre in Carrick-on-Shannon, Leitrim. At the 
Aura Swim Academy, children of all ages and levels are 
taught to swim and develop an understanding of the 
water. In addition to all their classes, they have Family 
Fun Time events with water based inflatable bouncy 
castles, treasure hunts and raft races for all the family to 
enjoy together – sounds like perfect fun for a rainy day!

66
Galway Atlantaquaria, 
Galway
The first time you venture through the entrance to 
Galway Atlantaquaria, Ireland’s largest aquarium, we 
guarantee you’ll jump!  That’s because their first exhibit 
is Ireland’s largest “Splash” tank! You’ll also enjoy the 
ray pool, ocean tank, fin whale skeleton, touch pools and 
heaps of activities and fun things to do while you visit 
such as feeding the fish and touching starfish and crabs.

Don’t Miss: the eel tank where you might get a glimpse 
of a Conger Eel!

67
Kardio Kids @ Tranquillity 
Leisure & Spa, Galway
Kardio Kids, at Tranquillity Leisure & Spa, Athenry has 
been created to provide kids with the ultimate exercise 
and play experience. Entry is only €7  and play as long 
as you like! In addition to the play area they run classes 
for kids in Dance, Swimming, Art and Crafts, Gymnastics, 
Irish Dancing, Ballet, Martial Arts and host baby massage 
and parent and toddler mornings. During holidays times 
they run camps for mid-term and Summer.

http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/national-museum-of-ireland-country-life/
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68
Sweetie Pies Cake Café, 
Galway
When it’s wet outside, head to Sweetie Pies Cake Café, 
Galway -  a truly family friendly cafe, bakery and party 
venue which enthusiastically welcome families with 
children of all ages. They have a kids menu with half 
portions of all that’s on the adult menu, and a popular 
option for kids to decorate their own cupcake too! You 
can relax while your kids play in our dedicated play area, 
or enjoy one of the many books supplied by Charlie 
Byrnes Bookshop. 

69
The Connacht Hotel, 
Galway
When the rain has you cooped up indoors, head for a 
splash to the 20m indoor pool and kids pool at Active 
Fitness at The Connacht Hotel, Galway. 

70. Westport House, 
Mayo
When it’s wet outside, retreat to Westport House & 
Gardens, Westport. While the grown-ups will enjoy 
the beauty of the entire House, children will love the 
basement area where the dungeons host an installation 
depicting Grace O’Malley’s maritime lifestyle – an 
ageless favourite of children since the house opened 
in the 60’s. There are funny mirrors, an antique coin-
operated puppet show , and a bunch of illusions and 
tricks to keep everyone entertained. 30 min tours for 
under 12 yrs.

71. Kidz Kingdom @ 
Mulvey Centre, Leitrim
Kidz Kingdom & Bowling at The Mulvey Centre, 
Carrick-on-Shannon, is an indoor play centre and 
bowling alley. They also have Formula 1 go-karting and 
sumo wrestling, and run a Saturday club with activities 
for kids from 4yrs.

72. Little Monks Den  
@ Fenagh Visitor Centre, 
Leitrim
At the Little Monks Den, at Fenagh Visitor Centre 
Ballinamore, the space is based on a monastery theme 
over three tiers. And there is a specially designed and 
segregated toddler area.

73. Commons’ Clay Café, 
Mayo
Commons’ Clay Café is a Paint Your Own Pottery Studio 
& Restaurant located in Claremorris. The pottery side 
of the café allows children and adults to express their 
creative side, spend quality time with friends and family, 
and create a unique item for themselves or for gifts. 
Pottery Painting is available 7 days a week on a drop-in 
basis – no bookings required! 

74. Mayo Leisure Point, 
Mayo
Mayo Leisure Point, Castlebar, is the complete family fun 
destination and perfect for a wet day – with a playcentre, 
bowling, Q2000, arcade games, snooker and a snack 
bar.

75. The Jackie Clarke 
Collection, Mayo
Located in Ballina, Co Mayo, the Jackie Clarke Collection 
showcases one of the world’s leading collections of 
historical Irish material.  Discover 400 years of Irish 
history through the self-guiding family friendly interactive 
touch screens. In the memory pod you can record and 
share your stories and memories.  Discover something 
new about your family history by searching the in-house 
census and eviction records. Admission is FREE and you 
can enjoy lunch in cafe after your visit. 
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76. The Model, Sligo
Visit The Model, Sligo, and view their art exhibitions and 
collections, and afterwards, relax at The Model Café.

77. Waterpoint Aqua Park, 
Sligo
Get wet inside at the Waterpoint Aqua Park, Enniscrone! 
Facilities include a 65m flume water slide, kids pool with 
fun water features, and a baby pool.

78. Arigna Mining 
Experience, Roscommon
Arigna Mining Experience Centre in Roscommon was 
developed to preserve the energy heritage of the Arigna 
Valley and to ensure that Arigna maintains its link with 
Energy themes: Past, Present & Future. This Energy Centre 
provides visitors with a unique insight into what coal 
mining life was like in the Arigna Valley, since its beginning 
in the 1700’s until closure in 1990. 

79. Strokestown Park 
House & Famine Museum, 
Roscommon
Strokestown Park House, Strokestown is an 18th century 
mansion which has been faithfully restored. It is unique 
in that it retains its original furnishings and professionally 
guided tours allow visitors to browse freely through the 
stately surroundings.

Ulster 

80
Aura, Donegal
What better way to spend a wet day, than at Aura Leisure 
Centre Letterkenny. At the Aura Swim Academy, children 
of all ages and levels are taught to swim and develop an 
understanding of the water. In addition to all their classes, 
they have Family Fun Time events with water based 
inflatable bouncy castles, treasure hunts and raft races for 
all the family to enjoy together – sounds like perfect fun 
for a rainy day!

81. Donegal County 
Museum, Donegal
Donegal County Museum, located in Letterkenny, is 
based in an old stone building, which was once part of the 
Letterkenny Workhouse built in 1845. The exhibition in the 
first floor gallery tells the story of Donegal from the Stone 
Age to the Twentieth century, and admission is free.

82. Waterworld, Donegal
When it’s raining outside, go inside and get wet at 
Waterworld in Bundoran! Fantastic family fun guaranteed 
– it has multiple slides, a galleon ship, rapids, shallow end 
beach entry full of children’s features, waves and a toddler 
pool. 

83. Dizzys Den, Donegal
Let the kids run off some steam at Dizzys Dens, Bundoran 
– the North West’s most exciting indoor play centre. There 
are rope bridges, and labyrinth climbs, football/basketball 
area, slides and play areas. And you can relax and enjoy a 
cup of coffee in the seating area.
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84
Donegal Castle, Donegal
Donegal Castle, Donegal Town, was built by the O’Donnell 
chieftain in the 15th century, beside the River Eske has 
recently been renovated, and is open daily from Easter to 
mid-September, and Thursday to Monday for rest of year. 
Guided tours available. 

85. Astra Bowl, Cavan
Take the family bowling at the Astra Bowl, Cavan Town.

86. Cavan County Museum, 
Cavan
The Cavan County Museum is located at Ballyjamesduff, 
Co. Cavan. The museum houses a medieval dug out boat 
and sheela-na-gigs, galleries on folk life in the late 19th 
and early 20th Centuries, the great famine, Percy French & 
the GAA. Coffee shop and playground, if the weather clears 
up. 

87. GR8 Entertainment, 
Monaghan
GR8 Entertainment, located at Castleblaney, is an indoor 
play centre with soft play areas, bowling, laser tag and go-
karts

88. Monaghan County 
Museum, Monaghan
The Monaghan County Museum, in Monaghan Town, 
boasts a comprehensive collection of artefacts including 
medieval crannógs native to Monaghan and the Cross of 
Clogher dated to the 14th century. Closed Sundays and 
admission is free.

89. W5 Belfast
whowhatwherewhenwhy - W5 is Ireland’s award winning 
science and discovery centre at Odyssey in Belfast. With 
over 250 interactive exhibits and a changing programme of 
events, shows and exhibitions, W5 is a great value day out 
for all the family!

90. Titanic, Belfast
At Titanic Belfast, explore the Titanic story in a fresh and 
insightful way. Explore the shipyard, travel to the depths 
of the ocean and uncover the true legend of Titanic, in the 
city where it all began. With several levels of interactive 
exhibits, tracing the story of the Titanic from its origins in 
industrial Belfast to the final tragedy itself, you will find 
plenty for all ages.

91. Ulster Museum, Belfast
Ulster Museum, is located in Belfast’s Botanic Gardens, 
and admission is free. Pick up your free kid’s explorer 
map, complete with stickers in the welcome area, to help 
plan your way around the museum! Do you know how big 
dinosaurs were or what a Mummy looks like? Have you 
ever wanted to see real treasure that was lost at sea? Well 
now you can – they’ve got all sorts of cool things that you’ll 
love to discover, and there are three interactive discovery 
centres(Discover Art, Discover Nature and Discover History)
which are so jam-packed with exciting things to do that you 
will want to visit again and again! 

92. Jumping Clay, Belfast
Let the kids learn through play at Jumping Clay, Belfast. 
JumpingClay is a jasmine scented, mess free clay 
that when you roll into a ball, bounces when thrown or 
dropped. There is no need to bake it and once dry, finished 
creations can be treasured forever. Join a children’s or 
family workshop to create your own artwork, or expand 
the children’s creativity and join a Saturday Club. Also host 
parties.
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93. Nomadic, Belfast
The SS Nomadic - Tender to the Titanic and the last 
remaining White Star Line ship in the world! Restored 
to her original glory and back home in Belfast’s historic 
Hamilton Dock. Go on board and experience over 100 
years of authentic maritime and social history.

94. Crumlin Road Gaol, 
Belfast
The Crumlin Road Gaol, Belfast dates back to 1845 and 
closed it’s doors as a working prison in 1996. Today the 
gaol is a visitor attraction - you can take a guided tour of 
the prison and hear about the history of the site.  Visit the 
underground tunnel that used to connect the gaol to the 
Crumlin Road Courthouse, sit in the Governor’s chair, view 
all the wings from the circle and of course pay a visit to 
the condemned man’s cell before seeing the execution 
cell where the majority of the 17 men were hanged.

95. Lagan Valley 
Leisureplex, Antrim
Based at Lisburn Leisure Park just outside the city centre, 
the Lagan Valley LeisurePlex boasts the largest leisure 
pool of its kind in Northern Ireland, with some of the 
fastest, longest and wettest water rides in Ireland!

96. Brunswick Moviebowl, 
Derry
Brunswick Moviebowl, at Pennyburn Industrial Estate, 
has something for everyone with a 7 screen cinema, 16 
cosmic ten pin bowling lanes, Banana’s Adventure Park 
(Ireland’s largest indoor play centre), and lots more. Sure 
to keep the kids, and you, happy on a wet day!

97. Marble Arch Caves, 
Fermanagh
The Marble Arch Caves Global Geopark is located in 
the rugged mountainous uplands and the gentle rolling 
lowlands of counties Fermanagh and Cavan. Taking in the 
world-famous Marble Arch Caves, the Geopark boasts 
some of the finest natural landscapes in Ireland and offers 
a window into the area’s 650 million year past.

98. Bangor Aurora Aquatic 
& Leisure Complex, Down
At Bangor Aurora Aquatic & Leisure Complex, visit 
Northern Ireland’s only 50m Pool and Sidewinder. Enjoy a 
great family day out in the Aurora Splash Leisure Waters 
with two large flumes, slides, wave machine, water 
features, baby beach and pirate ship. Also Adventureworld 
soft play zone has swings , slides and plenty of climbing, 
and is open daily.

99. Exploris Aquarium, 
Down
Exploris Aquarium, Portaferry, is located on shores of 
Strangford Lough. Learn about the marine species of 
Strangford Lough and the Irish coastline. See the open sea 
tank, the Discovery pools, and lots more and be sure to 
stop by the seal sanctuary to see the rescued seal pups, 
who are rehabilitated for their return to the wild.

100. Armagh Planetarium, 
Armagh
Armagh Planetarium is a world-renowned astronomical 
educational establishment whose purpose is to bring 
astronomy to a wider audience. View the exhibits and 
catch one of their family shows in the dome.
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We hope you have enjoyed the 100 Rainy Day 
Places Guide

We’d love to know what you thought, so please 
email us at info@mykidstime.ie

Follow Us!

           

         

Are you interested in being included in our next 
Family Guide? Email us at advertising@mykidstime.
ie for details
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