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Welcome to the Mykidstime  
Guide to Family Holidays in Ireland 

for 2014.
We have put together ideas on places to stay with a range of 
accommodation from family-friendly hotels to self-catering options to 
campsites that the kids will love. We constantly update our Family Friendly 
Hotels page so please do visit it to keep up-to-date with the latest offers.

As well as accommodation options, we have information on some of the 
great festivals and events taking place this summer which will give you 
some ideas on places to go.

And finally, we have included some hidden gems around the country that 
you may not know about!

Have a great time planning and enjoying your staycation!

The Mykidstime Team

http://www.mykidstime.ie/
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DownloaD
our free app

www.discoverenniscrone.com

Feel the sand between your toes

on the Wild Atlantic Way

Feel the wind in your hair

Feel the thrill of the slide at Waterpoint Aqua Park

Taste the salt on your lips

Feel nothing but relaxed

Feel the challenge of a championship links

http://www.mykidstime.ie/
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Family Friendly Hotels
The Quality Hotel Clonakility - Cork
The Award Winning Quality Hotel Clonakility is just a short stroll from Clonakility 
town and offers a range of accommodation from spacious rooms to family rooms, 
apartments & holiday homes.  It is a wonderful base for touring West Cork.

Visit www.qualityclonakiltyhotel.com or call (023) 88 36400

The Ardilaun Hotel - Galway
The Ardilaun Hotel Galway offers luxury 4 Star Galway Accommodation in a 
tranquil setting with facilities for children including Kids Activity Club during school 
holidays, babysitting on request, swimming pool and children’s menu.

Visit www.theardilaunhotel.ie or call (091) 521 433

The Osprey Hotel - Kildare
The Osprey Hotel and Spa in Kildare is only 35 minutes from Dublin City Centre 
and has many family friendly attractions on the doorstep including: The Japanese 
Gardens and Irish National Stud, Lullymore Heritage Park, The Butterfly Farm, 
Clonfert Pet Farm and much more. The Osprey offers contemporary style 
accommodation for families with a choice of rooms. 

Visit www.ospreyhotel.ie or call (045)-881111.

The Maldron Hotel and Leisure Centre - 
Wexford
Conveniently located on the outskirts of Wexford town, the modern 
Maldron hotel and Leisure Centre comprises of 108 luxury guest rooms including 
family , interconnecting and balcony rooms. The hotel has free Wi-Fi, car parking, 
a large outdoor children’s playground and leisure centre with a 20m pool, 
children’s pool, gym and more. Their kids camps are very popular for families 
during the summer midterm and summer months and children can enjoy a 
number of fun activities

Visit www.maldronhotelwexford.com or call Reservations Team on (053) 9172000

http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/quality-hotel-clonakility-family-friendly-accommodation-cork/
http://www.qualityclonakiltyhotel.com/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/the-ardilaun-hotel/
http://www.theardilaunhotel.ie/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/osprey-hotel-spa/
www.ospreyhotel.ie
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/maldron-hotel-wexford-2/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/
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Family Friendly Hotels con’t

Kenmare Bay Hotel & Resort - Kerry
Situated just a stone’s throw from the beautiful town of Kenmare in County Kerry, 
the Kenmare Bay Hotel & Resort is the perfect location for a family break. The 
Hotel comprises 128 bedrooms and 32 Self-Catering Holiday Homes. The Leisure 
Centre features a 20m swimming pool, kids’ pool, Jacuzzi, sauna, steam room and 
fully-equipped gym. Renew Beauty at the Leisure Centre offers a range of beauty 
and holistic treatments. Very much geared towards the family, the Hotel runs a kids 
club daily during School holidays, and Saturdays and Bank Holiday Sundays only at 
all other times. 

Visit www.kenmarebayhotel.com or call 1890 930033 or (065) 6679300.

The Maldron Hotel  - Galway
The Family friendly Maldron Hotel in Oranmore, Galway offers genuine hospitality 
and friendly service to all our guests. Just 10 minutes from Galway City and on the 
outskirts of the pretty village of Oranmore, it is ideally suited to families. 

Guests can enjoy: free use of the swimming pool, supervised kangaroo kids club, 
games room and outside play area for children, and discounts are provided for 
local activities including bowling and cinema.

Visit www.maldronhotelgalway.com or call (091) 792 244.

Need ideas for  
a rainy day?  
100 Rainy Day  
Places for Kids  
in Ireland

http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/kenmare-bay-hotel-resort/
http://www.kenmarebayhotel.com/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/maldron-hotel-oranmore/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/mykidstime-100-rainy-day-places-guide/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/mykidstime-100-rainy-day-places-guide/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/mykidstime-100-rainy-day-places-guide/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/
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Self Catering              
     Accommodation

Glasán Holiday Village - Galway
Enjoy a self-catering holiday in Galway this summer, at Glasán Holiday Village from just 
€440 for 4 nights for 4 people. Close to all amenities Glasán Village is the ideal location 
to explore Galway and the beautiful surrounding areas of Connemara and the Burren. A 
10 minute drive from the city centre and another 5 minutes onto the seaside resort of 
Salthill with its beach, promenade and amusements/arcades, Glasán offers a no frills, 
affordable, clean and welcoming accommodation with great on-site facilities for families, 
including a playground, créche and Summer Camps (book separately).  

Visit www.glasan.com or call (091) 773333

Ballyhass Lakes - Cork
The 4 star Ballyhass Lakes Holiday Village is a unique development of holiday homes, 
nestled on the shores of Ballyhass Lakes in the heart of Co. Cork. This is an ideal 
location for all year round Angling holidays or quiet family holidays. Each 3 or 4 bed 
house has a modern fully fitted kitchen, with dishwasher, washing machine and dryer, 
oven, hob and micro-wave, contemporary design with wooden flooring, TV with DVD 
player. All houses have a deck and BBQ area and have ample parking. While there 
enjoy the activity centre at Ballyhass with kayaking, raft building, wake boarding, trout 
fishing, rock climbing and abseiling. Summer Camps are available to book. 

Visit www.ballyhasslakes.ie or call (022) 27773

The Quality Hotel Clonakility - Cork
The Award Winning Quality Hotel Clonakility is just a short stroll from Clonakility town 
and offers a range of accommodation from spacious rooms to family rooms, apartments 
& holiday homes. There’s a choice of 2 Bed Hotel Apartments (double and twin room) 
and 3 Bed Holiday Homes (double, twin and room with bunk-beds) where families/
groups can have more space and still enjoy all the benefits of the hotel facilities. 

Visit www.qualityclonakiltyhotel.com or call (023) 88 36400

Kenmare Bay Holiday Homes - Kerry
Kenmare Bay holiday homes are perfect for families as they can sleep up to 7 
people. Each has a double bedroom en suite, a twin room, a single room and a 
sofa bed in the lounge. Families can avail of all the hotel facilities.

Visit www.kenmarebayhotel.com or call 1890 930033 or (065) 6679300.

http://www.mykidstime.ie/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/glasan-holiday-village/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/ballyhass-lakes-and-activity-centre-2/
https://www.ballyhasslakes.ie/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/quality-hotel-clonakility-family-friendly-accommodation-cork/
http://www.qualityclonakiltyhotel.com/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/kenmare-bay-hotel-resort/
http://www.kenmarebayhotel.com/
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Camping & Caravanning

 

Westport House - Mayo
Westport House Caravan & Camping Park is a family-
run & family-friendly park set in the lush grounds of 
Westport House beside Westport Quay. You’ll find yourself 
in a natural environment surrounded by ancient trees 
with Croagh Patrick and Clew Bay in the background. 
The camper’s dream! Onsite has free hot showers, WiFi, 
recycling, picnic & washing up areas.

Book your camping online or call (098) 27766 

Lough Key - Roscommon
Experience the delights that North Roscommon has to 
offer. Why not book a pitch for your tent or caravan in the 
Lough Key Caravan & Camping Park, open from Easter to 
September. It has 52 landscaped, secluded pitches, Tent 
space, shower block & recreational area, or moor your 
boat on their 40 berth marina.

Visit www.loughkey.ie or call (071) 9662212

Eating Out Ideas:
100 Kid Friendly Restaurants in Ireland

https://westporthouse.campstead.com/CheckAvailability.asp
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/lough-key-forest-and-activity-park/
http://www.loughkey.ie
http://www.mykidstime.ie/100-kid-friendly-restaurants-ireland/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/100-kid-friendly-restaurants-ireland/
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Come and Discover Enniscrone -  a stop on Ireland's Wild Atlantic Way. Snuggled into the Sligo  
Coastline lies the seaside town of Enniscrone, the perfect choice for your family holiday. 

Discover Enniscrone
Why Discover Enniscrone?
Explore our renowned 5km beach; have a round of golf 
on our 18 hole championship golf course, relax after an 
eventful day by having a seaweed bath, the possibilities 
are endless.

Where is Enniscrone?
Situated near the county border with Mayo, just 10 km 
from Ballina and 56km from Sligo, the town’s location 
makes it the perfect base for exploring the beautiful 
landscapes counties Sligo and Mayo have to offer.
Catering to each individual’s needs, with so much to offer, 
it is clear to see why Enniscrone is one of the top holiday’s 
destinations for family holidays and weekend getaways in 
Ireland.

Come visit us at Discover Enniscrone, check out our live 
beach cam and start planning that perfect Enniscrone 
Holiday.

What is there to do with kids?
There is plenty to do with the kids in Enniscrone including 
Surf lessons from one of our surf schools, Waterpoint 
Aqua Park, Horseback riding lessons on the beach, 
Kiddies Playground and crazy golf & much more. Finding 
something to keep the kids entertained is not a problem.

Beach and Pier
A blue flag beach, Enniscrone is one of the safest and 
tidiest beaches along the west coast of Ireland, which 
stretches for an amazing 5km. The beach is ideal for 
walking and running, as well as relaxing in the sun and 
children playing in the sand.
The waters are safe for swimming and very popular for 
surfing. Surf lessons are available from two local surf 
schools. Other activities include kite surfing and beach 
fishing, as well as horse 
riding and the annual 
horse racing event.
The pier is a popular 
area in Enniscrone, 
especially during the 
summer months, for 
swimming and diving, 
because of the deep water and the shelter from the 
waves. The pier is also a popular fishing spot at high tides.

Discover Our App
Download our FREE app. This Discover 
Enniscrone App provides you with all the 
information you need to explore, plan your 
visit and make the best of your time in 
Enniscrone and the wider region.
It also includes GPS enabled audio walks 
around the village detailing the folklore and 
legends, history archaeology & geology of 

Enniscrone & surrounding areas. The audio tours will 
make you feel like you have your very own Tour Guide with 
you along the way. The App is available in both French and 
German also from their respective App Stores.

Download from Apple Store here

Download from Google Playstore here

Five words why families  
should visit Enniscrone?

Much to do in Enniscrone!

Visit our website www.discoverenniscrone.com for more 
information on accommodation, eating out, activities and 
details on how to download our free APP (Android and IOs)

http://www.discoverenniscrone.com/
http://www.discoverenniscrone.com/
http://www.discoverenniscrone.com/component/content/article?id=76
http://itunes.apple.com/ie/app/discover-enniscrone/id683172105?mt=8
http://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.nimbletours.discoverenniscrone
http://www.mykidstime.ie/100-kid-friendly-restaurants-ireland/
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Leinster
National Museum of Ireland, 
Dublin

The National Museum of 
Ireland in Dublin are all 
free to visit and have great 
collections as well as a 
wide range of ongoing 
events for families. The 
National Museum of Ireland 
- Decorative Arts & History 
is home to a wide range 

of objects, which include weaponry, furniture, silver, 
ceramics and glassware; as well as examples of Folk life 
and costume. 

The National Museum of Ireland - Natural History has 
galleries of animals from Ireland and overseas, also 
geological exhibits form a total collection of about 2 
million scientific specimens with a Discovery Zone. 

Opened in 1890, the National Museum of Ireland 
- Archaeology is the national repository for all 
archaeological objects found in Ireland and displays 
artefacts dating from 7000 BC to the 20th century. 
The Irish archaeology collections include The Treasury, 
featuring outstanding examples of Celtic and Medieval art.

Zipit Forest Adventures, Dublin
Zipit Forest Adventures (in Dublin & Roscommon) offers 
up to 4 hours of tree-top, fun-filled, thrilling experiences 
in a healthy, outdoor setting for adults and children from 
age 7. At their locations in Tibradden Wood in Dublin 

and Lough Key in Roscommon, you can climb poles 
and climbing walls, swing into cargo nets, balance on a 
rope bridge, hurtle down a zip wire. From beginners to 
adrenaline junkies, you can have a fun experience with 
guidance and encouragement from qualified instructors, 
knowing you are secure in your harness.

Dublinia
At Dublinia, travel back to Viking and Medieval Dublin, 
witness the sights, sounds and smells and unearth the 

city’s archaeology in 
the History Hunters 
exhibition! With a 
full programme of 
events taking place at 
weekends during the 

summer, including Family First Saturdays which includes 
medieval pot making workshops, puppet shows and much 
more, and there’s Viking Dublin Tours, Medieval Dublin 
tours and lots more, there’s heaps for families to do at 
Dublinia.  
Don’t Miss: Family First Saturdays.

Fun Things to Do

http://www.mykidstime.ie/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/national-museum-of-ireland-decorative-arts-history/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/national-museum-of-ireland-decorative-arts-history/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/natural-history-museum/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/national-museum-of-archaeology/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/national-museum-of-archaeology/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/zipit-at-tibradden-woods-dublin/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/zipit-at-lough-key-forest-adventure-park-roscommon/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/dublinia/
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Viking Splash Tours, Dublin

Viking Splash Tours is Ireland's only tour company that 
shows you the sights of Dublin on both land and water, 
without having to leave the vehicle! Take a trip with us on 
our World War II amphibious DUKWS as we bring you on 
a fun filled tour through the streets of the capital with our 
engaging Viking captains, before splashing down in Grand 
Canal Dock! Please note children must be aged 3 or over 
to travel on the water section of the tour.

Secret Valley Wildlife Park, 
Wexford

Secret Valley Wildlife Park 
has fourteen fun filled acres 
for all the family. Get up close 
to lemurs, raccoons and 
meerkats, feed the hungry 
kid goats, ride Snowball 
the pony, and meet a large 
variety of animals –there’s 
even a Tarantula! There are 

large outdoor and indoor play areas, and you can also 
play crazy golf throughout the day. Bring a picnic along or 
enjoy a snack from their coffee shop. Secret Valley Wildlife 
Park promises an unforgettable, great value, day out of 
family fun.

The Ark, Dublin
The Ark, Dublin, based on Eustace Street in Temple Bar, 
is a unique cultural centre where children aged 2-12 and 
their families can explore theatre, music, literature, art, 
film, dance and more. Expect a different experience every 

visit! The Ark’s programme is always a big hit with families 
looking for creative and fun activities - see ark.ie for more 
information on visiting and what’s on for your visit. 

Imaginosity, Dublin
Imaginosity, Dublin Children's Museum is a child-
centred creative, educational & interactive space 
suitable for children up to the age of 9 years & their 
families. Imaginosity is a space for adults & children to 

engage in creative 
play, emphasizing 
learning through 
hands-on experience 
and engagement. 
Booking is essential to 
guarantee entry.

Jump Zone, Dublin
Jump Zone is Ireland’s first indoor trampoline park, 
located in Stillorgan and newly opening in Santry, Dublin. 
It’s the first of its kind sports and entertainment facility, 
offering a number of trampoline activities including open 
jumping, Trampoline Dodge ball, and trampoline Aerobics 
on its wall to wall trampolines.

Fun Things To Do con’t

http://www.mykidstime.ie/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/viking-splash-tours/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/secret-valley-wildlife-park/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/the-ark-cultural-centre-and-theatre-dublin/
http://ark.ie/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/imaginosity/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/jump-zone/
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Irish National Stud & Gardens, 
Kildare

From horses to horticulture, the Irish National Stud & 
Gardens  offers an unforgettable experience that can 
be enjoyed by all the family. It is a unique attraction 
of outstanding natural beauty with some of the most 
magnificent horses and sumptuous gardens to be found 
anywhere in the world. There’s also a playground and 
picnic area and family friendly café.

Powerscourt Estate, Wicklow

Powerscourt Estate offers a fantastic day out for families 
with a choice of attractions to visit – Powerscourt Gardens 
and Waterfall, and children’s museum, Tara’s Palace, in 
Powerscourt House. There are some great value options 
for family dining also. Enjoy the year-round events 
programme of treasure hunts, enchanted walks and lots 
more.

Belvedere House, Westmeath
Belvedere House, 
Gardens & Parks is 
set on an elevated 
site overlooking Lough 
Ennell, complete 
with Victorian walled 

Garden, exotic trees and numerous follies including the 
infamous Jealous Wall. The House is fully restored and 
offers an interpretative ‘Upstairs Downstairs’ experience 
and an Owner’s Gallery. Café, gift shop, interpretative 
centre and exhibition galleries.

Wexford Lavender Farm, 
Wexford
Wexford Lavender 
Farm is Irelands first 
Lavender Farm, with 
2 acres of Lavender 
and woodland walks 
with 3 routes to suit all 
abilities. Kids will love 
riding through the lavender field on Billy the friendly Bull 
quad train, and playing in their outdoor playground. Stop 
for lunch or a homemade treat in The Purple Haze Cafe or 
take home some Lavender plants for your own garden.

Iveagh Gardens, Dublin
Why not plan a picnic in Iveagh Gardens, Dublin 2, 
arguably the most beautiful park in the capital and not all 
that well known. Stunning grounds, beautiful waterfall, 
so much space to run around and it’s always peacefully 
quiet! (Luas stops nearby). 

Hook Lighthouse, Wexford
Hook Lighthouse, is one of the oldest lighthouses in the 
world, has guided tours, spectacular views, viewing for 
dolphins and whales, and cafe and art activities for both 
kids and adults.

Fun Things To Do con’t

http://www.mykidstime.ie/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/irish-national-stud-visitor-attraction/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/irish-national-stud-visitor-attraction/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/enhanced-listings/powerscourt-estate
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/belvedere-house-gardens-park/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/belvedere-house-gardens-park/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/wexford-lavender-farm/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/wexford-lavender-farm/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/iveagh-gardens/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/hook-lighthouse/
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Lough Boora Parklands, Offaly
From something unique, visit Lough Boora Parklands, 
which has walkways, sculptures, picnic benches, cycle 
tracks and a bike hire facility. Guided tours also available 
At Junction 7 on the M6 Dublin/Galway exit towards 
Moate/ Clonmacnoise. Follow signs for Kilcormac and 
Lough Boora. 

Trim Castle, Meath
Did you know that Trim Castle in County Meath took more 
than 30 years to build, back in the 12th century? It's 
a fascinating place to explore and it also served as the 
backdrop to the Oscar-winning film, Braveheart.

Munster
King John’s Castle, Limerick
King John’s Castle delivers a modern visitor experience 
with a dramatic history of over 800 years of stories, all 
brought to life in a stunning exhibition. Touch-screen 
technology connects you to tales of siege and warfare, 
and a dazzling array of computer generated imagery, 

animations and ghostly projections are all part of the 
experience. Try on historic costumes including 18th 
century dresses or chainmail tunics. 3D models, discovery 
drawers and audio visuals help you to delve into the 
Castle’s history. The busy Castle courtyard is home to 
a medieval campaign tent, a blacksmith’s forge and 
scenes from a 17th century siege. An array of colourful 
characters, reveal the secrets and scandals of castle life. 
Not to be missed!!!  Read what Jill and her family thought 
of King John’s Castle.

Bunratty Castle & Folk Park, 
Clare

At Bunratty Castle & 
Folk Park everywhere is 
open for you to explore! 
The Castle is the most 
complete and authentic 
medieval fortress in 

Ireland. Built in 1425 it was restored in 1954 to its former 
medieval splendour and now contains mainly 15th and 
16th century furnishings, tapestries, and works of art 
which capture the mood of those times. Wander through 
the castle and marvel at the finest collection of medieval 
furniture in the country which brings to life a vital part of 
our medieval past. Visit the farm houses and cottages and 
watch the tasks of rural Irish life. Make sure you see the 
baking of the griddle bread next to the fire and tasting it 
hot with fresh creamery butter. 

Craggaunowen, Clare
A highlight of any 
visit to Ireland is the 
Living Past Experience 
at Craggaunowen. 
It is off the beaten 
track and will give 
you a real sense of 
stepping back in time. 
The many paths of 
Craggaunowen have 
something of interest 
to adults and children 
alike. Explore the grounds and you may even meet some 
Bronze Age animals, our wild boar and soay sheep! Don’t 
forget to visit the ‘Brendan Boat’ – a leather hulled boat 
built by Tim Severin who sailed across the Atlantic re-
enacting the voyage of St. Brendan. To get away from the 
hustle and bustle of life stop into the wonderfully relaxing 
Tea Room and enjoy a fresh scone and other homemade 
fare on offer. It’s fun for all the family!

Fun Things To Do con’t

http://www.mykidstime.ie/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/lough-boora-parklands/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/trim-castle/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/king-johns-castle/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/a-visit-to-an-irish-castle-king-johns-castle-in-limerick/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/a-visit-to-an-irish-castle-king-johns-castle-in-limerick/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/bunratty-castle-folk-park/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/bunratty-castle-folk-park/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/craggaunowen-the-living-past/
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Titanic Experience, Cork

The Titanic Experience, Cobh tells the story of a legend 
and her connection to Cobh. Situated in the original 
offices of The White Star Line, retrace the footsteps of 
the 123 Queenstown Passengers who boarded Titanic 
from Cobh. Check in at the White Star Line Ticket Office, 
experience life on board through the innovative audio 
visual technology, and replica set designs and discover 
the facts surrounding the tragic sinking of Titanic.

Ballyhass Lakes, Cork
Ballyhass Lakes, has 
an Activity Centre, 
Fishery and Holiday 
Homes. The Activity 
Centre makes full use 
of the natural environs 
with kayaking, raft 
building, rock climbing 
and abseiling on the limestone rock faces, a 160 metre 
zipline, a gladiator course, a low ropes courses, archery, 
and new for this year, Cable Wake Boarding in their Wake 
Park. The fishery has two separate lakes, with Fly fishing 
tuition available. Summer Camps available to book also. 
Plenty to do whether you visit for a day or a week! 

Killarney National Park, Kerry
A visit to the Killarney National Park is a must, if you’re 
in Killarney, with the focal point of the National Park for 
visitors being Muckross House and Gardens. Tour the 
house, or explore the beautiful gardens, step back into the 
past on Muckross Traditional Farms, stop off at the petting 
farm, or picnic and play in the Woodland Play Area. Torc 
waterfall is nearby.

Waterford Treasures Medieval 
Museum, Waterford
The Waterford Treasures Medieval Museum, is a tribute to 
Medieval Waterford and life in the city during that period. 
Carefully preserving several medieval structures within its 
walls, the Museum was opened to the public in August 
2012. Guided Tours available.

Connacht
Lough Key Forest & Activity 
Park, Roscommon
Located in Boyle, Co. Roscommon and set in the grounds 
of the old King-Harman Estate on the shores of island 

studded Lough 
Key, the Lough 
Key Forest & 
Activity Park, 
offers hours of 
entertainment 
for all the family.  
A wonderful 
enclosed 
Adventure 
Play Kingdom 

will entertain the smallest visitors while the Boda Borg 
Challenge will test the mental skills and physical agility of 
everybody over seven! Two new Quests for 2014!!! 

Be guided back in time through 19th Century tunnels and 
stroll Irelands only Tree Canopy trail on the Lough Key 
Experience. Take a well-earned break and enjoy the vista 
of Lough Key in the Lakeside Café. You can even stay 
over in the landscaped Caravan and Campsite. Other Fun 
activities in the park included Woodland Segway offering 
fun Glides and Historical Tours, Electric Bike trails with 
Traditional and Electric Bikes, Zipit Forest Adventures, 
Lough Key Boat Tours and Orienteering Trails!

Fun Things To Do con’t

http://www.mykidstime.ie/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/titanic-experience-cobh/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/ballyhass-lakes-and-activity-centre-2/
https://www.ballyhasslakes.ie/activity-centre-cork/summercamps
http://www.killarneynationalpark.ie/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/waterford-museum-of-treasures/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/lough-key-forest-and-activity-park/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/lough-key-forest-and-activity-park/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/lough-key-forest-and-activity-park/
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National Museum of Ireland - 
Country Life, Mayo
The National 
Museum of 
Ireland - Country 
Life, Castlebar, 
brings to life the 
traditions of rural 
life in Ireland.  
Exhibitions are 
full of wonderful objects from long ago. See what schools 
were like, the toys children played with and how they 
marked special events like Halloween & Christmas.  Learn 
about how people lived in the towns and countryside, cut 
turf, caught fish and worked in the home. Workshops, 
exhibitions and family programmes for all ages. Free entry, 
and perfect for those rainy days.

Zipit Forest Adventures, 
Roscommon
Zipit Forest Adventures (in Dublin & Roscommon) offers 
up to 4 hours of tree-top, fun-filled, thrilling experiences 
in a healthy, outdoor setting for adults and children from 
age 7. At their locations in Tibradden Wood in Dublin 
and Lough Key in Roscommon, you can climb poles 
and climbing walls, swing into cargo nets, balance on a 
rope bridge, hurtle down a zipwire. From beginners to 
adrenaline junkies, you can have a fun experience with 
guidance and encouragement from qualified instructors, 
knowing you are secure in your harness.

Galway City Museum
Galway City Museum is a spacious, modern building, 
situated in the heart of Galway City, on the banks of 
the River Corrib, overlooking the Spanish Arch and the 
Claddagh. The 
museum, which 
is free of charge, 
tells the story of 
Galway's past and 
regularly hosts 
touring art and 
craft exhibitions. 
There's also a new Sea Science exhibition for children of 
all ages. Be sure to pick up a 'My Favourite Object' activity 
sheet at reception. The museum also holds a regular 
programme of events with activities for all ages.

Galway Atlantaquaria, Galway
The first time you venture through the entrance to Galway 
Atlantaquaria, Ireland's largest aquarium, we guarantee 
you'll jump!  That's because their first exhibit is Ireland's 
largest "Splash" tank! You'll also enjoy the ray pool, 
ocean tank, fin whale skeleton, touch pools and heaps 
of activities and fun things to do while you visit such as 
feeding the fish and touching starfish and crabs.

Fun Things To Do con’t

http://www.mykidstime.ie/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/national-museum-of-ireland-country-life/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/national-museum-of-ireland-country-life/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/national-museum-of-ireland-country-life/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/national-museum-of-ireland-country-life/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/zipit-at-tibradden-woods-dublin/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/zipit-at-lough-key-forest-adventure-park-roscommon/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/galway-city-museum/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/galway-atlantaquaria-5/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/galway-atlantaquaria-5/
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Westport House & Pirate 
Adventure Park, Mayo
There’s something for everyone in the family at Westport 
House & Pirate Adventure Park. Set on the 480 acre 
estate, explore the House and Gardens, or have some fun 
in the Pirate Adventure Park - a treasure trove of family 
fun with its Grace O’Malley-themed amusement park with 
rides and activities. Be sure to arrive early for a full day’s 
fun – and dress for the weather!

Brigit’s Garden, Galway
Brigit’s Garden in West Galway, located between 
Moycullen and Oughterard, is a magical place for families 
to explore, with family-friendly Celtic gardens, children's 

discovery trail, willow 
play area and sandpit, 
Nature trail, ring-fort 
and crannog, Gift shop 
and the award-winning, 
family friendly Garden 
Café.

Cycle the Greenway, Mayo
Escape the bustle of urban life on the longest off-road 
walking and cycling experience in the country – The 
Great Western Greenway. The Greenway traverses 
Ireland’s Atlantic coast between Westport town and Achill 
Island and visits the picturesque villages of Newport and 
Mulranny.

Ulster 
Donegal 
Castle, 
Donegal
Donegal Castle, Donegal 
Town, was built by the 
O'Donnell chieftain in 

the 15th century, beside the River Eske has recently 
been renovated, and is open daily from Easter to mid-
September, and Thursday to Monday for rest of year. 
Guided tours available.

Cavan County Museum, Cavan
The Cavan County Museum is located at Ballyjamesduff, 
Co. Cavan. The museum houses a medieval dug out boat 
and sheela-na-gigs, galleries on folk life in the late 19th 
and early 20th Centuries, the great famine, Percy French 
& the GAA. Coffee shop and playground also on-site. 

Marble Arch Caves, Fermanagh
The Marble Arch Caves Global Geopark is located in 
the rugged mountainous uplands and the gentle rolling 
lowlands of counties Fermanagh and Cavan. Taking in the 
world-famous Marble Arch Caves, the Geopark boasts 
some of the finest natural landscapes in Ireland and offers 
a window into the area's 650 million year past.

W5 Belfast
whowhatwherewhenwhy - W5 is Ireland's award winning 
science and discovery centre at Odyssey in Belfast. With 
over 250 interactive exhibits and a changing programme 
of events, shows and exhibitions, W5 is a great value day 
out for all the family!

http://www.mykidstime.ie/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/westport-house-pirate-adventure-park/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/westport-house-pirate-adventure-park/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/brigits-garden/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/great-western-greenway/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/donegal-castle/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/cavan-county-museum/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/marble-arch-caves/
http://www.w5online.co.uk/


17 - Back to Table of Contents

Titanic, Belfast
At Titanic Belfast, discover the Titanic story in a fresh and 
insightful way. Explore the shipyard, travel to the depths 
of the ocean and uncover the true legend of Titanic, in the 
city where it all began. With several levels of interactive 
exhibits, tracing the story of the Titanic from its origins in 
industrial Belfast to the final tragedy itself, you will find 
plenty for all ages.

Ulster Museum, Belfast
Ulster Museum, is located in Belfast’s Botanic Gardens, 
and admission is free. Pick up your free kid's explorer 
map, complete with stickers in the welcome area, to help 
plan your way around the museum! They’ve got all sorts 
of cool things that you’ll love to discover, and there are 
three interactive discovery centres(Discover Art, Discover 
Nature and Discover History)which are so jam-packed 
with exciting things to do that you will want to visit again 
and again! 

Exploris Aquarium, Down
Exploris Aquarium, Portaferry, is located on shores of 
Strangford Lough. Learn about the marine species of 
Strangford Lough and the Irish coastline. See the open 
sea tank, the Discovery pools, and lots more and be sure 
to stop by the seal sanctuary to see the rescued seal 
pups, being rehabilitated for their return to the wild.

Armagh Planetarium, Armagh
Armagh Planetarium is a world-renowned astronomical 
educational establishment whose purpose is to bring 
astronomy to a wider audience. View the exhibits and 
catch one of their family shows in the dome.

Ulster American Folk Park, 
Omagh
The Ulster American Folk Park is an outdoor museum 
which tells the story of emigration from Ulster to America 
in the 18th and 19th centuries. Follow the emigrant trail, 
meeting an array of costumed characters on your way, as 
you journey from the thatched cottages of Ulster, on board 
a full scale emigrant sailing ship, leading to the log cabins 
of the American Frontier. 

10 More Fun 
Places to Visit
· Fota Wildlife Park, Cork

· Dunbrody Famine Ship, Wexford

· Tayto Park, Meath

· Giant’s Causeway, Antrim

· Newgrange Farm, Meath

· Dublin Zoo, Dublin

· The Burren Nature Sanctuary, Galway [ See our Day Trip 
to Burren article]

· Visit Newgrange, Meath

· Get out and about at Coillte Outdoors, around Ireland

· Visit the Heritage Ireland locations – OPW cards;  
Free 1st Wednesday of every Month

http://www.mykidstime.ie/
http://www.titanicbelfast.com/
http://www.nmni.com/um
http://www.exploris.org.uk/
http://www.armaghplanet.com/
http://www.nmni.com/uafp
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/fota-wildlife-park-3/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/dunbrody-famine-ship/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/tayto-park/
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/giants-causeway/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/newgrange-farm/
http://www.dublinzoo.ie/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/burren-nature-sanctuary/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/day-trip-burren/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/day-trip-burren/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/listings/newgrange/
http://www.coillteoutdoors.ie/index.php?id=140
http://www.heritageireland.ie/en/
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Festivals & Events

Ireland’s largest gardening, food and family event, Bloom in the Park 
(May 29th – 2nd June)), is back this year at Dublin’s Phoenix Park 
in Dublin City. Families visiting the event this year will once again be 
entertained by the outdoor entertainment stage and highly enjoyable 
and educational Kids Zone.

The Spiddal Currach & Hooker Regatta, (31st May – 1st June), sees 
Currachs and Galway Hookers racing along the shores of Spiddal, Co. 
Galway with family events on the beach. Cheer on teams from Kerry, 
Galway, Donegal, Clare and Limerick who will battle it out for first 
place.

Enniscorthy Street Rhythms Dance Festival, from 6th to 8th June is 
a fun, family friendly dance and rhythm festival in Enniscorthy with 
live dance acts, baby bop for the tots and lots of fringe events for 
everybody from age 2 to 102!

The Salmon of Knowledge at King John’s Castle Limerick, from 7th 
to 15th June is a large scale production of a Traditional Irish Fable, 
The Salmon of Knowledge, incorporating, Circus skills, puppets, stilt-
walkers, and fire performers.  

http://www.discoverireland.ie/whats-on/bloom/508906
http://www.galwaytourism.ie/pgalway-events-calendar.html
http://www.discoverireland.ie/whats-on/enniscorthy-street-rhythms-dance-festival/509086
http://www.mykidstime.ie/events/salmon-knowledge-king-johns-castle/
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Find your inner farmer and try your hand at some sheaf tossing at 
the National Hay Making Festival in Trim, Co. Meath (Jun 15th). Just 
a stone’s throw from Dublin, this is a fun day for all the family with 
working horses, vintage tractors, a pets’ corner and a chance to see a 
hay cocking machine in action! 

The Dunlavin Festival of Arts, Co. Wicklow (June 20th – 24th) is a 
stunning family event with arts, crafts, music, set dancing, street 
entertainment, and a pony and dog show. 

Ireland’s Strongest Man competition takes place at Belvedere House 
& Gardens, Westmeath on 22nd June. This fantastic spectacle of 
strength and endeavour is not to be missed.

At the Wexford Maritime Festival, from 27th to 29th June, you’ll find 
a celebration of Wexford's rich maritime heritage, and can enjoy 
maritime activities, family fun, artisan food and music.

Ennis Street Festival is a celebration of the many cultures and artistic 
ways that make Ennis, Co. Clare, a special place, with a colourful 
mix of music, dance, visual arts, puppets shows, arts exhibitions, 
workshops, acrobatics and more surprises from the 4th – 6th July!

Festivals & Events con’t

http://www.trimhaymakingfestival.com/
http://www.dunlavinartsfestival.com/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/events/ultimate-strongman-irelands-strongest-man-2014-belvedere-house-gardens/
http://www.discoverireland.ie/Whats-On/wexford-maritime-festival/508665
http://ennisstreetfestival.com/wp/
http://www.mykidstime.ie/
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Kenmare Food Carnival is a three day event celebrating food in a 
'Carnival' style atmosphere from 12th – 14th July with cookery 
demonstrations, kids workshops, taste trails, carnival parade, retro 
carousel and helter-skelter. There will also be pop-up restaurants, 
gardening workshops and an artisan food market. 

Bray Air Display on 20th July is Ireland's largest free air 'extreme 
formation' aerobatics in the skies, with high speed formations such 
as the 'Hammerhead,' the 'Blade Break,' the 'Palm Tree Split' and the 
'Centrifuge' set to thrill the crowds.

In Co. Laois, the Durrow Scarecrow Festival, (July 27th – August 4th), 
now in its 5th year, is a family fun event for young and old, with over 
300 scarecrows to see around the village. 

Celebrate Lughnasa at Craggaunowen from 3rd- 4th August, with an 
array of costumed re-enactors from the Bronze Age to Medieval times. 
Activities include combat demonstrations, Brehon law trials and much 
more!

In Stradbally, Co.Laois, the National Steam Rally celebrates its 50th 
anniversary this year, from 3rd – 4th August, with steam and vintage 
engines, a carnival, trade stands, steam threshing, steam train rides for 
the kids and plenty of family fun events. 

There's something for everyone at the Discover Ireland Dublin Horse 
Show from the 6th – 10th August, with live music and entertainment, 
art, fashion, shopping, food and the best in national and international 
equestrian competitions. The popular Kids' Zone, will keep kids busy 
with pony rides, fun inflatables, face painting, Billy Bubbles, and magic 
shows!

Festivals & Events con’t

http://www.discoverireland.ie/whats-on/kenmare-food-carnival/505684
http://www.discoverireland.ie/Whats-On/bray-air-display-2014/509036
http://www.discoverireland.ie/Whats-On/durrow-scarecrow-festival/508787
http://www.discoverireland.ie/Whats-On/lughnasa-festival-at-craggaunowen/501867
http://www.discoverireland.ie/whats-on/national-steam-rally/508466
http://www.discoverireland.ie/whats-on/dublin-horse-show-2014/509023
http://www.discoverireland.ie/whats-on/dublin-horse-show-2014/509023
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In August the city of Kilkenny will come to life with visual art, classical 
music, theatre and dance, jazz, world & traditional Irish music, 
literature, film, indie music, craft, children's and street events for the 
Kilkenny Arts Festival taking place from 8th – 17th August.

The famous Puck Fair in Killorglin, Co. Kerry (August 10th -12th), is 
one of Ireland’s most unusual street festivals! See the crowning of a 
wild mountain goat and take to the streets for lots of fun. 

We hope you have enjoyed the Family Holidays in Ireland 2014 Guide.  
We’d love to know what you thought, so please email us at info@mykidstime.ie

Follow Us!                        

Are you interested in being included in our next Family Guide? Email us at advertising@mykidstime.ie for details

Festivals & Events con’t

Free Family  
Things to do 

 with kids 
in Ireland.

http://www.discoverireland.ie/whats-on/kilkenny-arts-festival/508467
http://www.discoverireland.ie/whats-on/puck-fair/9547
mailto:info%40mykidstime.ie?subject=info
https://www.facebook.com/mykidstime
https://twitter.com/mykidstime
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http://www.pinterest.com/mykidstime
http://instagram.com/mykidstime
http://www.mykidstime.ie/blog/
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http://www.mykidstime.ie/
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